Platelet serotonergic mechanisms in ischaemic heart disease.
The uptake, basal content and efflux of serotonin (5-HT) from the platelets of patients of ischaemic heart disease (I.H.D.) was studied and compared with normal platelets. A significant increase in uptake and basal content of 5-HT as well as increase in 5-HT efflux was observed as compared to control. Our data indicate that I.H.D. is associated with platelet serotonergic dysfunction which seems to indicate that the platelets are preactivated in I.H.D.